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ABOUT HOFF 
The Humans of Film Festival developed from the Humans of Film Amsterdam street photography 
blog, a platform where personal stories of Amsterdam residents are shared. This project shares the 
personal impact that film can have on people and how they can find representation and recognition. 
It also gradually reveals the lack of diversity in the film landscape. 
From this starting point, initiator Feargal Agard set about setting up a film festival that focuses on 
the so-called ‘human interest films,’ a niche that was still missing in the Dutch film landscape. Human 
interest refers to films that focus on people, their experiences, and the environment that they live 
in. In a society that is increasingly polarizing on a social and political level, this festival attempts to 
create a space for encounters, where stories are told and shared by and for people who are not 
often heard enough.

FESTIVAL TEAM
Director: Feargal Agard
Assistant director: Maxime Hallatu
Programmer: Sofia Murell
Marketing & Communication: Laura Köpping
Festival Producer: Sarah Rome
Print Traffic: Nick Carbone

Film Committee:
Feargal Agard | Guus Schulting | Saskia Mollen | Nick Carbone | Maxime Hallatu | 
Sarah Rome | Emily Giacomuzzi | Brenda Quaaden | Sofia Murell | Laura Köpping



3

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to the 1st edition of Humans of Film Festival 2020. From the 4th 
up to the 6th of September 2020, we will present to you a selection of 6 
features and 7 short documentaries and films. The films concern a variety 
of societal topics, ranging from women empowerment, immigration, trans 
inclusion, refugees, racism, street harassment, and more. 

Some people view these topics as heavy or saddening, and some of the 
stories can be that. But it’s not Humans of Film Festival’s focus to make the 
audience feel sad or hurt, but rather more aware and up to date. This is so 
that we, in Amsterdam and beyond our city, can grow closer and help each 
other out. This is particularly needed in a world filled with economic, social, 
political, and racial strife.  

We should remind ourselves that societal issues, whether in the Netherlands or elsewhere in the 
world, will not go away when we look away. We must proudly face these subjects, acknowledge 
them, gain awareness, listen to human voices, and be part of change whenever we find even the 
smallest opportunity.
 
This brings us to the 2020 HoFF festival theme: Human Perseverance. Despite some of life’s most 
challenging difficulties, it’s inspiring to see people continue and never give up. Human perseverance 
is what connects the stories of this festival together. This is what we must celebrate. 

We open our film festival with Queen of Lapa (2019), a beautiful and sincere portrait documentary 
about a Brazilian trans women community. The film powerfully gives voice to Luana Muniz, an 
actress, activist, and much more, and the community of trans women sex workers to whom, in a 
sense, she is their matriarch. After the film, there will be an open discussion about trans inclusion, 
just as for many of the other films at the festival there will be a Q&A or discussion on the film’s main 
topics. 

After all the films have been shown we will conclude our film festival with the empowering film 
What Happened to the Bees? (2019). This portrait presents a Mayan community in Mexico that 
has been symbiotically producing honey with the help from bees. Seeing the destruction that big 
multinationals cause with agricultural chemicals, the Mayan community decides to act, to fight for 
nature, their livelihood, and the bees.

We would also like to assure all our visitors that we will follow all government rules and regulations 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. Safety comes first! 

Lastly, but most importantly, I want to thank all the volunteers, the entire core team, sponsors, 
partners, LAB 111, our advisors Hui Hui Pan of Pan Asian Collective and Mr. Pim Deul of PDD Legal, 
Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel West | Vrij West and the board members of Foundation | Stichting 
Humans of Film. Thank you so much for helping out and offering your time, knowledge, and 
donations to help realize the film festival. Without you, Humans of Film Festival would not exist.

It is my, but also Humans of Film Festival’s biggest wish, that you enjoy the documentaries, films, 
the awareness creation, the dialogues, and the human voices that long to be heard.

Sincerely,

Feargal Agard
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OPENING FILM 

QUEEN OF LAPA
Screening: 4 September, 18:30 – 20:50

Director: Carolina Monnerat, Theodore Collatos
Cast: Luana Muniz, Gabi Corrêa, Emilly Almeida, 
Mariana Machado 

Brazil | 2019 | Portuguese | Dutch Premiere

Larger-than-life actress, cabaret performer, activist, 
and proud sex professional since the age of 
eleven, Luana Muniz - arguably one of Brazil’s most 
recognizable transgender personalities - shapes a 
new reality for a new generation of transgender sex 
workers in her hostel by providing a safe working 
environment in the dangerous neighborhood of Lapa 
in Rio de Janeiro. Queen of Lapa explores the day-to-
day lives, quests for love, and housemate rivalries in 
a turbulent political climate under matriarch Muniz’s 
watchful and guiding eye. 

Talk show (30min): 
Trans Inclusion is the Solution
Panelist | Mavi Veloso; Artist | 
Thirza Stewart; Aidsfonds
Moderator | Emily Higginson

CLOSING FILM

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE BEES?
Screening: 6 September, 19:05 - 20:45

Director: Adriana Otero Puerto, Robin Canul Suárez 
Cast: Leydy Pech, Gustavo Huchin, Fabián Tomasi, 
Patricio Eleisegui 

Mexico | 2019 | Spanish, Mayan | International Premiere

In 2012, millions of bees died in Mayan indigenous 
communities in the state of Campeche. After knowing 
the cause, the communities decide to organize 
themselves to confront the Mexican authorities and 
the transnational company Monsanto, which has put 
their subsistence in danger by sowing transgenic soy 
in their territory.

Talk show and Q&A (30min) after the film
Panelist | Frens Pries; InHolland &  
Hogeschool Van Hall Larenstein  
Moderator | Emily Higginson
For more info see: humansoffilmfestival.com

OFFICIAL SELECTION - OPENING & CLOSING FILMS
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COMPETITION JURY AWARD & AUDIENCE AWARD

In this edition of HoFF, three jury members will select the Competition Jury Award. The audience will have 
the pleasure of choosing the fi lm that will receive the Audience Award. 

Jury members

Dana Linssen
Dana Linssen is a long-term fi lm critic for the Dutch daily newspaper NRC 
Handelsblad. She is currently a quartermaster for Film Forward, a new 
talent and skills development organization for fi lm and audiovisual creators 
in the Netherlands. With Jan Pieter Ekker she programs the Critics’ Choice 
at the International Film Festival Rotterdam where they commission video 
essays for the big screen. She is the founder of the Slow Criticism Project, 
a counterbalance against the commodifi cation of fi lm criticism, and she 
teaches at ArtEZ Theatre Academy in Arnhem and in the Audio-Visual Media 
Department of the HKU University of the Arts in Utrecht.

Cyrus Esfandiari
Cyrus Esfandiari is a director, writer, and actor from Iran. He has been 
living in the Netherlands for almost fi ve years. After having worked 
in several fi lms and theater productions as a director, actor, and 
photographer, Esfandiari directed and wrote his debut short fi lm Scratched 
Blue Sky (2017), which successfully screened in several festivals in the 
Netherlands, France, Belgium, Canada, and Turkey.

Aramis Gonzalez
Aramis is a fi lmmaker and screenwriter. As a Dutch person of colour, he 
didn’t see himself represented on screen. He therefore decided to change 
this in 2009 by making the short fi lm Pariba in Aruba. The fi lm premiered 
at the Netherlands Film Festival (NFF) and was screened at various 
international festivals.

Offi cial Selection
Our Offi cial Selection refl ects the interest in human portrait 
fi lms and related observational documentaries, which presents 
a niche in the market to international audiences in Amsterdam. 
These fi lms refl ect a ‘human interest’, meaning that they focus 
on people, their experiences, and their environment. From 
brothels of Brazil, streets of Peru, and  forests of Mexico, to a 
secluded cult in Israel, a café in Turkey, a bus stop in Italy, and 
living rooms of the United Kingdom and Egypt, the selection 
showcases stories that portray disbelief, discrimination, 
violence, hope, and love of humans and their environment. 
Although this year’s fi rst edition selection was established before 
the Corona crisis, these themes have only grown in signifi cance. 
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OFFICIAL SELECTION - COMPETITION FEATURE FILMS

BOYS WHO LIKE GIRLS 
Screening: 5 September, 15:45 - 17:10

Director: Inka Achté

Finland, Norway, India | 2018 | Hindi, Marathi, English | 
Dutch Premiere

Boys Who Like Girls is a coming-of-age story set in 
the aftermath of the infamous 2012
Delhi gang rape and the rise of the #MeToo 
movement. It follows teenager Ved as he takes
his first wobbly steps into adulthood, under the kind 
guidance of Harish, a man in his 50s,
who has dedicated his life to abolishing toxic 
masculinity. 

Q&A (15min) with filmmaker Inka Achté (online)

AMINA
Screening: 5 September, 17:30 - 19:15

Director: Kivilcim Akay 
Cast: Aminata Fall

Turkey | 2019 | French, Turkish, Wolof | European 
Premiere

Seven years ago, Amina left her daughter behind in 
Senegal in search of a better life for them both. Now, 
working as a dress model for a textile company in 
Istanbul, Amina dreams of one day becoming a real 
model and of returning to her child. But as an African 
woman, she must overcome the daily challenges of 
an immigrant’s life in Turkey while she attempts to 
reconcile the disparate world between her reality and 
her dreams.

Talk show (30min): 
Black Bodies: Experiencing subversive 
behavior & xenophobia
Panelists | Tayfun Balcik; The Hague Peace Projects | 
Maria Toko; Tribez 
Filmmaker | Kivilcim Akay (online)
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OFFICIAL SELECTION - COMPETITION FEATURE FILMS

GUIE’DANI’S NAVEL
Screening: 6 September, 16:00 - 18:20

Director: Xavi Sala
Cast: Sótera Cruz, Érika López, Yuriria del Valle, 
Juan Ríos

Mexico | 2018 | Zapotec, Spanish | Dutch Premiere

Guie’dani, a Zapotec indigenous girl, and her mother 
take up work as maids for an upper-class family 
in Mexico City. Guie’dani finds it difficult to fit into 
her new surroundings, but she also doesn’t want to 
disappoint her mother. Everything changes when 
she meets Claudia, a rebellious girl with whom she 
becomes close friends. 
 

 

Q&A (15min) with filmmaker Xavi Sala (online)

THE ASHRAM CHILDREN 
Screening: 5 September, 19:35 – 21:00

Director: Jonathan Ofek

Israel | 2019 | Hebrew, English | European Premiere

For 20 years, Jonathan, the filmmaker, grew up in 
Jerusalem and in an Ashram in India, which he had 
to keep secret. In the Ashram he was taught to 
dedicate his life to the Guru, to always think of him. 
That way, one could finally reach the ultimate goal of 
becoming enlightened and realizing the “Truth”. 20 
years (and a lot of therapy) later, the director sets 
out to understand the secret he was forced to keep 
about India throughout his entire life, the effect it has 
on him even now, and to find out what happened to 
the other Ashram children. Through this journey he 
can finally understand: had he been raised in a cult?

Q&A (15min) with filmmaker Jonathan Ofek (online)
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DON’T BURST MY BUBBLE 
Director: Victoria Malinjod
Cast: Jade Monaco, Damien Marchal
United Kingdom | 2019 | French | Dutch Premiere

Don’t Burst My Bubble is a short fi lm about puberty 
based on real events and testimonies of many 
women. This fi lm shares the experience of an 
adolescent girl in the outside world. 

OFFICIAL SELECTION - COMPETITION SHORT FILMS

I AM FATOU
Director: Amir Ramadan
Cast: Fatou Sokhna, Nar Gada Gaye, Riccardo Petrozzi
Italy | 2019 | Italian | World Premiere

Fatou is a 23-year-old Italian girl of Senegalese origin. 
She lives in a suburb of Rome with her mother, who 
educates her based on the values of her culture of 
origin. But Fatou is looking for her own identity that 
combines her black Muslim being with Italian society. 
Her passion for singing acts as a shield against 
prejudice - music is what will never betray her. 

IN PLAIN SIGHT 
Director: Magnus Berggren
Cast: Pippa Caddick, Paul Boichat
United Kingdom | 2018 | English | World Premiere 

Victoria, a visually impaired woman, steps into an 
offi ce party for her new job, unaware that her life is 
about to change. In Plain Sight depicts a harrowing 
visual story told from Victoria’s perspective. Touching 
upon sexual harassment and visual impairment, this 
short shocks and awakens a reality that is true for 
many women. 

All shorts are screened together: 
5 September, 14:00 – 15:25
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NOBU
Director: Sarah Blok
Netherlands | 2018 | Dutch, Japanese  

NOBU is a short fi lm about former world champion 
in karate and Japanese immigrant Nobuaki Konno. 
In this fi lm, his daughter and fashion designer Lisa 
Konno asks him about his experiences with cultural 
differences.

REMINISCENCE 
Director: César Zamudio de Souza
Cast: Sylvia Majo, Marina Kapoor, Alecita Saavedra, 
Cristian Encinas
Peru | 2018 | Spanish | European Premiere 

Juliana is an experienced taxi driver who is trapped in 
the memory of her childhood, until a diffi cult situation 
makes her reconsider her past decisions.

WARD’S HENNA PARTY
Director: Morad Mostafa
Cast: Halima, Ward, Marina Victor, Amal Saleh
Egypt | 2019 | Arabic 

Halima, a Sudanese henna painter living in Egypt, 
goes to one of Giza’s local areas to prepare a bride 
for her wedding. Her 7-year-old daughter Ward 
accompanies her and starts to wander around the 
house until her mother faces backlash from the bride 
and her family.

WILD GRASS 
Director: Doğuş Minsin
Cast: Gökay Türkem, Arda Minsin
United Kingdom | 2018 | English | World Premiere 

Aytug, a young man from Istanbul, enjoys his drink 
at a local café while freely being himself. Since 
he doesn’t conform to the normative gender role 
imposed by Turkish society, Aytug’s fi ght to exist has 
just begun…

OFFICIAL SELECTION - COMPETITION SHORT FILMS
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PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 4 SEPTEMBER SATURDAY 5 SEPTEMBER SUNDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 

14:00

15:00

16:00

17:00

18:00

19:00

20:00

21:00

18:30 
Opening Ceremony

19:00 - 20:50
QUEEN OF LAPA
+ Talk Show:
Trans Inclusion is the 
Solution

14:00 - 15:25
HoFF Short Film 
Programme
– Don’t Burst My Bubble (2019)
– I am Fatou (2019) 
– In Plain Sight (2019)
– Nobu (2018)
– Reminiscence (2018) 
– Ward’s Henna Party (2020) 
– Wild Grass (2019) 

15:45 - 17:15
BOYS WHO LIKES 
GIRLS
+ Q&A with fi lmmaker: 
Inka Achte

17:30 - 19:15
AMINA
+ Talk Show: 
Black Bodies: 
Experiencing subversive 
behavior & xenophobia

19:35 - 21:00
THE ASHRAM 
CHILDREN
+ Q&A with fi lmmaker: 
Jonathan Ofek

16:00 - 18:20
GUIE’DANI’S NAVEL 
+ Q&A with fi lmmaker: 
Xavi Sala

18:35 
Closing Ceremony

19:05 - 20:50
WHAT HAPPEND TO
THE BEES?
+ Talk Show and Q&A

ALL FILMS HAVE ENGLISH SUBTITLES

14:00 - 16:00
WAAR HAAL JIJ JE 
KRACHT VANDAAN? 
Short fi lm & talk, 
a programme by 
Be Connected 
Where: kapel zaal, 
Lab111.
Language: Dutch
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TICKETS AND VENUE
 
Tickets

Regular ticket: €12,50 
For more info on tickets see: humansoffi lmfestival.com

Would you like to become a friend of the festival, donate or have a passe-partout?
Go to humansoffi lmfestival.com/donate/ to fi nd out more.

ALL FILMS HAVE ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Venue

Arie Biemondstraat 111
1054 PD Amsterdam
info@lab111.nl
020 616 9994

Arie Biemondstraat 111

Photos

FILM INDEX 
Feature Films
Amina (Kivilcim Akay, Turkey, 2019)
Boys Who Like Girls / Miehen malli (Inka Achté, Finland, 2018)
Guie’dani’s Navel (Xavi Sala, Mexico, 2018)
Queen of Lapa (Carolina Monnerat, Theodore Collatos, Brazil, 2019) 
The Ashram Children םארשאה ידלי (Jonathan Ofek, Israël, 2019)
What Happened to the Bees? (Adriana Otero Puerto, Robin Canul Suárez, Mexico, 2019)

Short Films
Don’t Burst My Bubble (Victoria Malinjod, United Kingdom, 2019)
I am Fatou (Amir Ramadan, Italy, 2019)
In Plain Sight (Magnus Berggren, United Kingdom, 2018)
Nobu (Sarah Blok, Netherlands, 2018)
Reminiscence (César Zamudio de Souza, Peru, 2018)
Ward’s Henna Party (Morad Mostafa, Egypt, 2020)
Wild Grass (Doğuş Minsin, Turkey, 2019)

6
6
7
4
7
4

8
8
8
9
9
9
9
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SPONSORS & PARTNERS

Funds & Sponsors

Foundation sponsors

Mr. Pim Deul | PDD LEGAL | pddlegal.nl
Mascha Ihwe | NEWLANDS FESTIVAL | newlandsfestival.com 
Thalia Ooteman & Bruno Levi de la Vida | VI.NO.SO NATUURWIJN FESTIVAL | vinoso.nl
Nathalie Sital | MAGIN DESIGN | � @magin.design
Felicia van Gastel | DISK JOCKEY FEGAS | � @iamfegas 
Mathew Welson | PEUKENZEE | peukenzee.nl
Sofi a Murell | SURROUNDED BY FILMS | surroundedbyfi lms.wordpress.com

Patricia Luquero | Madelon Ponsen | Nick Carbone | Jules Fischer | Marjolijn Creton | 
Jana Ricanek | Julia Visser | Maxime Hallatu | Carlo Zebeda | Tony Hurt | Sarah Rome |

Partners

 
 
 
 
 
 

GURMUU

Stichting 2 kans.nle

for more information visit: www.humansoffilmfestival.com


